It should be no secret that the deconstruction of the family in our society is having quite a negative impact around our communities. I am of the opinion that part of the present crisis in our culture is due to the lack of family instruction in the churches from priests. We have not seen the very institution that God founded as the priority and foundation for all healthy societies as the way of the Church. As John Paul II said in his Letter to Families, ‘the family is the first and the most important.’ The family is an area where I would be the first to admit I look to the Church for help as a husband and father of six children. I can only believe that many of you who read this may be wondering where the help is. 

The following is a portion of John Paul II’s letter that is long but well worth the read. I am providing the link for the readers so that you can download it for yourself and give it a read. Click on the link and read it on line or print it out and read it while you are in bed before you go to sleep. 

http://www.familylifecenter.net/families.asp

If any of the readers have any questions or would like to discuss some of the issues raised within this letter, please do contact me. The details of contact can be found under the clergy tab on the left side of the home page. I do hope you enjoy this wonderful piece from John Paul II. May God bless all of your families! 

Fr. Jeff

THE FAMILY - WAY OF THE CHURCH 
2. Among these many paths, the family is the first and the most important. It is a path common to all, yet one which is particular, unique and unrepeatable, just as every individual is unrepeatable; it is a path from which man cannot withdraw. Indeed, a person normally comes into the world within a family, and can be said to owe to the family the very fact of his existing as an individual. When he has no family, the person coming into the world develops an anguished sense of pain and loss, one which will subsequently burden his whole life. The Church draws near with loving concern to all who experience situations such as these, for she knows well the fundamental role which the family is called upon to play. Furthermore, she knows that a person goes forth from the family in order to realize in a new family unit his particular vocation in life. Even if someone chooses to remain single, the family continues to be, as it were, his existential horizon, that fundamental community in which the whole network of social relations is grounded, from the closest and most immediate to the most distant. Do we not often speak of the "human family" when referring to all the people living in the world? 

The family has its origin in that same love with which the Creator embraces the created world, as was already expressed "in the beginning", in the Book of Genesis (1:1). In the Gospel Jesus offers a supreme confirmation: "God so loved the world that he gave his only Son" (Jn 3:16). The only-begotten Son, of one substance with the Father, "God from God and Light from Light", entered into human history through the family: "For by his incarnation the Son of God united himself in a certain way with every man. He laboured with human hands... and loved with a human heart. Born of Mary the Virgin, he truly became one of us and, except for sin, was like us in every respect".[3] If in fact Christ "fully discloses man to himself",[4] he does so beginning with the family in which he chose to be born and to grow up. We know that the Redeemer spent most of his life in the obscurity of Nazareth, "obedient" (Lk 2:51) as the "Son of Man" to Mary his Mother, and to Joseph the carpenter. Is this filial "obedience" of Christ not already the first expression of that obedience to the Father "unto death" (Phil 2:8), whereby he redeemed the world? 

The divine mystery of the Incarnation of the Word thus has an intimate connection with the human family. Not only with one family, that of Nazareth, but in some way with every family, analogously to what the Second Vatican Council says about the Son of God, who in the Incarnation "united himself in some sense with every man".[5] Following Christ who "came" into the world "to serve" (Mt 20:28), the Church considers serving the family to be one of her essential duties. In this sense both man and the family constitute "the way of the Church." 

